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 * The term “isolated settlements” traditionally refers to settlements outside of the so-called “settlement blocs,” or 

clusters of settlements near the Green Line which are thought to be included in a land swap deal in the context of 
a two-state solution. Peace Now uses the Geneva Initiative’s proposed border as a reference point for these 
settlement blocs, as it represents the only prominent two-state model that has been agreed upon by Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

http://www.geneva-accord.org/
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A. Construction in the West Bank in 2018  

(East Jerusalem excluded)  

 

Peace Now’s count according to aerial photos:  
 

 2,100 new housing units began construction in 2018, 9% above the annual average since 2009 
(1,935 units per year).   

 Nearly 73% (1,539 housing units) of the new construction was in settlements east of the proposed 
Geneva Initiative border, i.e. settlements likely to be evacuated in a two-state agreement.  

 37% (767 housing units) of the new construction was in areas that are east of the planned route of 
the separation barrier. Another 39% (824 units) was between the built fence and the planned route 
and only 24% (509 units) was west of the built separation barrier.   

 At least 10% (218 housing units) of the construction was in illegal outposts.  

 The vast majority of new construction, almost 90% (1,881 housing units), was for permanent 
structures, while that the remainder was mobile homes both in outposts and in settlements. 

 92 new public buildings (such as schools, synagogues etc.) started to be built, alongside 184 
structures for industry or agriculture.   

 New private pools were built in five outposts – e.g. in Havat Gilad and in outposts near Itamar. 

 At least ten structures were built on private Palestinian land on about 10 dunams, and at least 37 
additional dunams of private land were taken for the purpose of constructing a park, a road and dirt 
mounds left behind from settlement infrastructure construction. 

 
Advancement of Plans and Tenders in 2018 (January-December) 

 

 5,618 Housing units were advanced through plans in 79 settlements. 

 Almost 83% (4,672 housing units) of the planned units were east of the purposed Geneva Initiative 
border. 

 Tenders were published for 3,808 housing units, which is a record number of almost two decades. 
In addition, tenders for 603 units in East Jerusalem were also published in 2018.  

 

  

http://www.geneva-accord.org/
http://www.geneva-accord.org/
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B. A Decade of Netanyahu as Prime Minister (2009 – 2018)  

B1. According to Peace Now's count: 
 

 19,346 new housing units began construction in settlements.  

 70% (13,608 housing units) of the new construction was in settlements east of the proposed Geneva 
Initiative border, i.e. settlements likely to be evicted in a two-state agreement. This translates to an 
addition of 13,608 new families (potentially more than 60,000 settlers) in settlements that Israel will 
likely have to evacuate as part of a permanent agreement. 

 35% (6,852 housing units) of the new construction was in areas that are east of the route of the 
Separation Barrier. Another 30% (5,861 units) are between the built and planned route of the fence. 
Only 34% (6,633) was west of the completed portion of the Barrier.   

 At least 11% (2,206 housing units) of the construction was illegal according to Israeli law in the 
Occupied Territories (regardless of the illegality of all settlements according to the international 
law), primarily in illegal outposts.  
 

B2. CBS data: 
 
The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics publishes quarterly data on construction starts in Israel and the 
settlements. The bureau's figures do not specify the location of construction in the territories and 
therefore it is not possible to know where the construction was in relation to the Geneva Initiative lines, 
the Barrier, how many outposts were built, etc. Click here for more information on the difference 
between CBS and Peace Now data. According to CBS in the ten years of Netanyahu: 

 Construction - 18,502 housing units have been built in the settlements. 

 Population - Since the end of 2008 until the end of 2017, 120,518 settlers have been added to the 
settlements (2018 data will be published only in September). Of this number, at least 48,372 settlers 
were added to settlements that Israel will likely have to evacuate within the framework of a two-
state agreement (east of the proposed border route of the Geneva Initiative). 

 
B3. Government investments: 
  
In the decade of Netanyahu's rule, the various government ministries transferred more than NIS 10 billion 
($2.8 billion) as surplus budgets to the settlements. In 2016, the amount transferred to the settlements 
was NIS 1,189 billion. In the following year, the sum was NIS 1,650 billion and in the first half of 2018 the 
amount was NIS 697 million. 
Those figures are calculated by the Ministry of Finance every quarter and are submitted by the Israeli 
Central Bureau of Statistics to the US government, since President Bush’s decision in 1991 to deduct the 
sums that Israel invests in settlements from the loan guarantees given to Israel by the Americans.   
 
It is important to note that this sum includes only the unique expenditures for the settlements, and not 
the defense and security expenditures, as well as some of the road construction expenses. Nor does it 
include the services given to settlers which would have been given to them even if they had lived inside 
Israel.   
For the full data of government investments click here.  
For the ICBS methodology and definitions click here.  
 

http://www.geneva-accord.org/
http://www.geneva-accord.org/
http://peacenow.org.il/en/so-how-much-was-built-in-the-settlements
http://peacenow.org.il/en/so-how-much-was-built-in-the-settlements
http://peacenow.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Settlement_expenditures_2003-2018.xlsx
http://peacenow.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/methodology-of-data-CBS2.pdf
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Map of construction in settlements during Netanyahu’s decade (2009 – 2018): 
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C. Expanded Details and Analysis  

In the past decade, most of the construction was in isolated settlements that Israel will have to 
evacuate. The Peace Now count of housing construction starts reveals that 73 percent of the construction 
in 2018 (1,539 housing units) and 70 percent of construction during the decade of Netanyahu's 
government (13,608 housing units) were implemented precisely in places that jeopardize a two-state 
agreement (east of the proposed border route of the Geneva Initiative). In this decade, close to 50,000 
settlers have been added to these settlements, and the housing units built have the potential to add 
60,000 settlers. 
 
This means that the Israeli government is digging the country a pit to fall in. Every house built in the 
settlements and every family that moves there will need to be brought back into Israel in a painful and 
difficult evacuation. Even if the government does not believe that peace can be achieved in the near 
future, there is no logic to expanding the settlements and making the solution impossible. 

 
The new settlement of Amichai, established by the government in the Shilo Valley north of 
Ramallah: 

  

D. Further Settlement Developments in 2018 

Settlements with the most construction in 2018 
 

Beitar Illit – The ultra-Orthodox settlement west of Bethlehem led 2018 in terms of new construction, 
with 183 new housing units, mainly in the new neighborhood, Beitar Illit C, which significantly expands 
the built-up area of the settlement to another ridge. 
 
Elkana – The area between the settlements of Elkana and Etz Efraim south of Qalqiliya has been filling 
up in recent years with new 152 housing units that began to be built there in 2018. This creates a 
territorial contiguity that connects Elkana with Etz Efraim in the east and Shaarei Tikva in the west, 
effectively creating one larger settlement.  
 

Amichai, 2017 Amichai, 2017 

http://www.geneva-accord.org/
http://peacenow.org.il/en/jurisdiction-new-settlement-amihai-approved
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New Settlement: "Kedem" (Avnei Hefetz) – 108 new housing units began construction east of the 
Avnei Hefetz settlement. The developers are using a construction plan from 1998 and are marketing it 
as a new settlement called Kedem. In recent years, the same entrepreneurs have managed to establish 
another new settlement called Leshem, based on an old plan of the Alei Zahav settlement, and have 
also marketed it as an independent settlement. In 2018, 107 new housing units were built in Leshem.  

 
 

  
 

  
 

  

Kedem (Avnei Hefetz), 2017 Kedem (Avnei Hefetz), 2018 

Leshem, 2017 Leshem, 2018 

Elkana, 2017 Elkana, 2018 



 
 

7 
 
 

Settlement Construction Report 2018, Settlement Watch, Peace Now  

A new official settlement - Amichai – Following the government's decision to establish a new 
settlement for the Amona settlers who were evacuated from the outpost for having been built on 
private land, a new settlement called Amichai was established in the Shilo Valley area in 2018, with 41 
housing units. 
  
New settlement compound in Nativ Ha'avot – Following the implementation of the High Court's 
decision to evacuate 15 housing structures built on private land in the Nativ Ha'avot outpost near 
Bethlehem, the government established 15 “caravillas” for the families in a new settlement complex on 
the lands of El Khader. Officially-speaking, the complex is part of Elazar settlement.  
 

  
 

Construction on Private Palestinian Land – Due to Peace Now’s and other organizations’ petitions against 
settlement construction on private Palestinian land, there has been a dramatic decline in the past decade 
in such construction. In 2018, 10 buildings were built on private land. In addition, playgrounds and parks 
were established on private land in the Naaleh settlement, a road was paved in the relocated Migron 
settlement, and the phenomenon of dumping mounds of dirt from settlement construction on private 
land in various settlements continued. At least 37 dunams of private land were taken from their 
Palestinian owners in this way. 
 
In the following photos, areas in blue are considered as “state lands”: 
 

 
 

Naaleh, 2018 

Nativ Ha’avot 

compound, 2017 

Nativ Ha’avot 

compound, 2018 

https://peacenow.org.il/en/jurisdiction-new-settlement-amihai-approved
https://peacenow.org.il/en/special-update-evictions-nativ-haavot
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Maaleh Michmash, 2018 

Bracha, 2018 
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E. List of Construction Starts in 2018, as counted by Peace Now:  

Settlement Name Construction Starts Type Geneva Initiative Barrier 

Adora 8 Settlement East East 

Agan Haayalot 85 Settlement East West 

Ahiya 2 Outpost East East 

Ahuzat Shalhevet 1 Ouptost East East 

Alei Zahav 5 Settlement East Planned 

Almon 4 Settlement East Planned 

Alonei Shilo 8 Outpost East Planned 

Amihai 41 Settlement East East 

Ariel 89 Settlement East Planned 

Asael 7 Outpost East East 

Avigail 8 Outpost East East 

Avnei Hefetz 108 Settlement East East 

Barqan 1 Settlement East Planned 

Bat Ayin 11 Settlement West Planned 

Bat Ayin East 4 Outpost West West 

Bat Ayin West 11 Outpost West West 

Beit Arye 20 Settlement East Planned 

Beit Ha'arava 4 Settlement East East 

Beitar Illit 183 Settlement West Planned 

Bnei Adam 2 Outpost East East 

Bracha 18 Settlement East East 

Bruchin 77 Settlement East Planned 

Dolev 6 Settlement East East 

Efrata 20 Settlement East Planned 

Eli 3 Settlement East East 

Elkana 152 Settlement West West 

Esh Kodesh 11 Outpost East East 

Eshkolot 4 Settlement East West 

Etz Efraim 4 Settlement West West 

Ganei Modiin 2 Settlement West West 

Geva Binyamin Adam 7 Settlement East East 

Gilad Farm 5 Outpost East East 

Gitit 1 Settlement East East 

Giva'at Ze'ev 6 Settlement West West 

Givat Hadagan 47 Settlement East Planned 

Givat Hahish 3 Outpost  West Planned 

Givat Harel 8 Outpost East East 

Givat Hatamar 70 Settlement East Planned 

Gva'ot 7 Settlement West Planned 

Gvaot Olam 1 Outpost East East 

Halamish 25 Settlement East East 
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Settlement Name Construction Starts Type Geneva Initiative Barrier 

Hamra 1 Settlement East East 

Har Adar 3 Settlement West West 

Har Gilo 3 Settlement East West 

Har Hemed 2 Outpost East Planned 

Har Shmuel 8 Settlement West West 

Haresha 4 Outpost East East 

Haroe Haivri 3 Outpost East Planned 

Havat Yair 6 Outpost East Planned 

Hayovel 19 Outpost East East 

Hill 725 4 Outpost East East 

Hill 782 9 Outpost East East 

Hill 851 2 Outpost East East 

Hinanit 6 Settlement East West 

Immanuel 66 Settlement East Planned 

Itamar 2 Settlement East East 

Kalia 4 Settlement East East 

Karmei Doron 2 Outpost East East 

Karnei Shomron 26 Settlement East Planned 

Kedumim 2 Settlement East Planned 

Keidar 1 Settlement East Planned 

Kerem Reim 2 Settlement East East 

Kfar Eldad 12 Settlement East East 

Kfar Tapuah 21 Settlement East East 

Kfar Tapuah West 1 Outpost East East 

Kida 1 Outpost East East 

Kiryat Arba 28 Settlement East East 

Kiryat Netafim 9 Settlement East Planned 

Kochav Ha'shachar 10 Settlement East East 

Kochav Ya'akov 31 Settlement East East 

Lehavat Yizhar 1 Outpost East East 

Leshem 107 Settlement East Planned 

Ma'ale Amos 24 Settlement East East 

Maale Amos West 4 Outpost East East 

Ma'ale Efraim 1 Settlement East East 

Ma'ale Efraim 
Prepatory 12 Settlement East East 

Ma'ale Shomron 1 Settlement East Planned 

Magen Dan 3 Outpost West West 

Ma'on 14 Settlement East East 

Matityahu 10 Settlement West West 

Mechola 2 Settlement East East 

Mehola East 1 Outpost East East 

Metzadot Yehuda 2 Settlement East Planned 
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Settlement Name Construction Starts Type Geneva Initiative Barrier 

Mevo'ot Jericho 9 Outpost East East 

MItzpe Danny 4 Outpost East East 

Mitzpe Eshtamoa 2 Settlement East East 

Mitzpe Yair 3 Outpost East East 

Mitzpe Yizhar 3 Outpost East East 

Modi'in Ilit 100 Settlement West West 

Mul Nevo 3 Outpost East East 

Na'ale 72 Settlement East East 

Na'ama 3 Settlement East East 

Nahalat Yossef 1 Outpost East East 

Negohot 11 Settlement East East 

Negohot Farm 1 Outpost East East 

Neriya 6 Settlement East East 

Netiv Haavot 15 Outpost West Planned 

Netiv Ha'gdud 4 Settlement East East 

Neve Achi 12 Outpost East East 

Neve Erez 1 Outpost East East 

Nofim 7 Settlement East Planned 

Nokdim 13 Settlement East East 

Ofra 10 Settlement East East 

Old Keidar 1 Settlement East Planned 

Oranit 19 Settlement West West 

Ovnat 1 Settlement East East 

Palgei Mayim 6 Outpost East East 

Petzael 7 Settlement East East 

Pnei Hever South 1 Outpost East East 

Ramat Gilad 6 Outpost East East 

Rechelim 4 Settlement East East 

Reihan 8 Settlement East West 

Revava 31 Settlement East Planned 

Sal'it 22 Settlement East West 

Sansana 1 Settlement East West 

Sde Boaz 9 Outpost West West 

Sha'arei Tikva 2 Settlement West West 

Shabtai's Farm 2 Outpost East East 

Shaked 22 Settlement East West 

Shaked Farm 1 Outpost East East 

Shani 9 Settlement West West 

Shavei Shomron 2 Settlement East East 

Shilo 10 Settlement East East 

Shvut Rachel 6 Settlement East East 

Susiya 2 Settlement East East 

Susiya North West 2 Outpost East East 
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Settlement Name Construction Starts Type Geneva Initiative Barrier 

Tal Menashe 3 Settlement East West 

Talmon 1 Settlement East East 

Tene 15 Settlement East East 

Tko'a 34 Settlement East East 

Tko'a D 3 Outpost East East 

Tomer 5 Settlement East East 

Tzofim 13 Settlement East West 

Um Zuka 3 Outpost East East 

Vered Yericho 6 Settlement East East 

Yafit 4 Settlement East East 

Yitzhar 10 Settlement East East 

 
 


