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Stark increase in Settlement Construction
Settlement Watch, Peace Now
Key findings:

Construction Starts

1 1,814 New housing unitdegan constructionan increase of 34% to a parallel time periodha t
previous yeaf1,350 housing unit$)

1 Nearly 70% (263 housing ums) of the new construction waa settlements east of the proposed
Geneva Initiative bordei.e. settlements that ardikely to be evicted in a two states agreement

1 Over 26% (474 hwsing units) of thenew construction was in areas that are east of the route of
the separation barrier

1 6% (114 housing unitsf the construction wa illegal outposts

1 Atleast 10% @3 housing units) of the construction was illegatording to thdsraeli laws applied
in the occupied territories

1 The vast majorityof the new constructionalmost 94%1,700 housing unitsWwas for permanent
structures whilethat the remainde6% (@14 housing unity}were new housing units in the shape
of mobile homes both in outposts and in settlements

1 42 new public buildings (such as schools, synagogues etc.) started to be built, alongside 23
structures for industry or agriculture.

Advancement of PlandanDec 2016)

1 2,657Housing units were advanced through protions of plans for settlements

Almost 60% (B540housing units) of thenits were east of th@roposedGeneva Initiative border.

Nearly40% (1026 housing units) of thenits were east of the route of the separation barrier.

580 housing units werpublishedfor validation (final approvadf a plar). Of those, nearly 75%

(432 housing units) were east of therder proposed by th&eneva Initiative and over 50% (293

housing units) were east of the route of the separation barrier.

9 Tenders were publied for 365 housing unit®f which 323 in East Jerusalem and 42 in West Bank
settlements(in Kiryat Arbasettlement).
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FurtherSgnificantSettlement Developments in 2016:

1 Two new outposts were established in the north part of the Jordan Valley.

1 Constructdbn ofa newroadto bypass the Rastinian village of @&Nabi Eliya (near Qalqiliy&)egan
onlands confiscated frorRalestinias.
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1 Advancement of a new settlemerfshvut Rachel Egsinder the pretence of a neighbourhood,
deep in the West Bank.

1 Anew industrial areawest of Ramallah, and close to the Greare|.was approved.

1 The timdrame of the 2016 report refers to a 9 months period, between September 2015 and June 2016. In
order to compare the construction starts to the 2015 report, which was for a 12 month period, we uded % o
the total figure (1,800).


http://peacenow.org.il/en/the-minister-of-defense-approves-the-confiscation-of-1500-dunams
http://peacenow.org.il/en/the-government-declares-2342-dunams-south-of-jericho-as-state-land
http://peacenow.org.il/en/beit-al-baraka-compound-now-part-of-gush-etzion-municipality
http://peacenow.org.il/en/plan-promoted-new-settlement-amona-settlers
http://peacenow.org.il/en/plan-promoted-new-settlement-amona-settlers
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in the settlementdn a ninemonth period. These findings expose an increase of 34% to a nine month
period from the 2015 Peace Now report.

Construction was largely focused in isolated settlementsiarateas that are highly problematic in
terms of a twastate solution. Nearly 70% (1,263 housing units) of the new housing starts were in areas
that are east of thgoroposedGeneva Initiative bialer, and 71% were in areas that are east of the built
separation barrier (26%vere east of theplannedroute of the barrier, and 45% in areasere the
barrier is planned but not built).

At least 10% (183 housing units) of the construction took placieis considered illegal according to
Israeli law (all construction in settlements is considered illegal according to international law). Of those
114 housing units (6% of all new housing units) were in illegal outposts and 69 housing units were
within recagnised settlementsEarlier this yealPeace Nowpublished a reporithat exposed the
various mechanisms behind the illegal construction in the settlements and outposts.
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http://peacenow.org.il/en/unraveling-mechanism-behind-illegal-outposts
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Efrat was the settlement with the greateatnount ofconstructionstarts in 2016, totalling 221 housing
units. The new construction was in the north part of the settlementwn heighbourhoods, Givat
HaTamar (139 housing units) and Givat HaDag&nhpusingunits). The settlement of Efrat is
considered highly problematic lrgards toa two state solution since it &ljacent to Bethlehem from
the south,preventing the city fromany futurepossibilities of development. Likewise, Efrat is located
east of road 60, the only highway that connects the southpart of the West Bank witthe north
part of t. Theannexation of Efratto Israelwouldthusbloc this highway and will cut the southern parts
of the West Bank &m itsnorthern parts

Givat Ha&mar, Efrat settlement, 2016

Givat HaTamar, Efrat settlement, 2015
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After Efrat, the settlements that had the most construction starts weeetwo largest settlements in

the West BankMaodiin lllit (190 housing units) and Beitar lllit4@. Following hem werethe
settlements! f SA %I KI @ OmMHcU0OUX DAGIFG %SQSP ommno | yR
construction at Alei Zahav essentiallydue to construction at Leshem, a settlement established in

2011 under the facade of a neighbourhood of Aleh&a However despite the official pretence,
Leshem haa separate entrance roaits owncommunity secretaryand appealsto a different social

groupthan that of Alei Zahav.

Leshem settlement, officially a neighbourhood of Alei Zahav, 2016

Leshem setiment, officially a neighbourhood of Alei Zahav, 2015
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