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tŜŀŎŜ bƻǿΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ Settlement Construction Report 2016: 

Stark increase in Settlement Construction 

Settlement Watch, Peace Now 

Key findings:   

Construction Starts  

¶ 1,814 New housing units began construction, an increase of 34% to a parallel time period in the 

previous year (1,350 housing units)1.  

¶ Nearly 70% (1,263 housing units) of the new construction was in settlements east of the proposed 

Geneva Initiative border, i.e. settlements that are likely to be evicted in a two states agreement.  

¶ Over 26% (474 housing units) of the new construction was in areas that are east of the route of 

the separation barrier.  

¶ 6% (114 housing units) of the construction was in illegal outposts.  

¶ At least 10% (183 housing units) of the construction was illegal according to the Israeli laws applied 

in the occupied territories.  

¶ The vast majority of the new construction, almost 94% (1,700 housing units), was for permanent 

structures, while that the remainder 6% (114 housing units) were new housing units in the shape 

of mobile homes both in outposts and in settlements. 

¶ 42 new public buildings (such as schools, synagogues etc.) started to be built, alongside 23 

structures for industry or agriculture.   

Advancement of Plans (Jan-Dec 2016) 

¶ 2,657 Housing units were advanced through promotions of plans for settlements. 

¶ Almost 60% (1,540 housing units) of the units were east of the proposed Geneva Initiative border. 

¶ Nearly 40% (1,026 housing units) of the units were east of the route of the separation barrier. 

¶ 580 housing units were published for validation (final approval of a plan). Of those, nearly 75% 

(432 housing units) were east of the border proposed by the Geneva Initiative and over 50% (293 

housing units) were east of the route of the separation barrier. 

¶ Tenders were published for 365 housing units, of which 323 in East Jerusalem and 42 in West Bank 

settlements (in Kiryat Arba settlement). 

Further Significant Settlement Developments in 2016: 

¶ Two new outposts were established in the north part of the Jordan Valley. 

¶ Construction of a new road to bypass the Palestinian village of a-Nabi Eliyas (near Qalqiliya) began 

on lands confiscated from Palestinians. 

¶ 2,342 dunams were ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀǎ άǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎέ south of Jericho. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ DǳǎƘ 9ǘȊƛƻƴ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǎƛǘŜΣ 

άBeit Al-BarakaέΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ !ƭ-Aroub Refugee Camp. 

¶ Advancement of a new settlement, Shvut Rachel East, under the pretence of a neighbourhood, 

deep in the West Bank. 

¶ A new industrial area, west of Ramallah, and close to the Green Line, was approved.  

                                                           
1 The timeframe of the 2016 report refers to a 9 months period, between September 2015 and June 2016.  In 
order to compare the construction starts to the 2015 report, which was for a 12 month period, we used ¾ of 
the total figure (1,800). 

http://peacenow.org.il/en/the-minister-of-defense-approves-the-confiscation-of-1500-dunams
http://peacenow.org.il/en/the-government-declares-2342-dunams-south-of-jericho-as-state-land
http://peacenow.org.il/en/beit-al-baraka-compound-now-part-of-gush-etzion-municipality
http://peacenow.org.il/en/plan-promoted-new-settlement-amona-settlers
http://peacenow.org.il/en/plan-promoted-new-settlement-amona-settlers
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tŜŀŎŜ bƻǿΩǎ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ²ŀǘŎƘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ нлмс ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ мΣумп ƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘǎ 

in the settlements in a nine month period. These findings expose an increase of 34% to a nine month 

period from the 2015 Peace Now report.  

Construction was largely focused in isolated settlements and in areas that are highly problematic in 

terms of a two-state solution. Nearly 70% (1,263 housing units) of the new housing starts were in areas 

that are east of the proposed Geneva Initiative border, and 71% were in areas that are east of the built 

separation barrier (26% were east of the planned route of the barrier, and 45% in areas where the 

barrier is planned but not built). 

At least 10% (183 housing units) of the construction took place in sites considered illegal according to 

Israeli law (all construction in settlements is considered illegal according to international law). Of those 

114 housing units (6% of all new housing units) were in illegal outposts and 69 housing units were 

within recognised settlements. Earlier this year Peace Now published a report that exposed the 

various mechanisms behind the illegal construction in the settlements and outposts.  
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http://peacenow.org.il/en/unraveling-mechanism-behind-illegal-outposts
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Efrat was the settlement with the greatest amount of construction starts in 2016, totalling 221 housing 

units. The new construction was in the north part of the settlement, in two neighbourhoods, Givat 

HaTamar (139 housing units) and Givat HaDagan (82 housing units). The settlement of Efrat is 

considered highly problematic in regards to a two state solution since it is adjacent to Bethlehem from 

the south, preventing the city from any future possibilities of development. Likewise, Efrat is located 

east of road 60, the only highway that connects the southern part of the West Bank with the north 

part of it. The annexation of Efrat to Israel would thus bloc this highway and will cut the southern parts 

of the West Bank from its northern parts. 

 

Givat HaTamar, Efrat settlement, 2016 

 

Givat HaTamar, Efrat settlement, 2015 
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After Efrat, the settlements that had the most construction starts were the two largest settlements in 

the West Bank, Modiin Illit (190 housing units) and Beitar Illit (140). Following them were the 

settlements !ƭŜƛ ½ŀƘŀǾ όмнсύΣ DƛǾŀǘ ½ŜΩŜǾ όммпύ ŀƴŘ aŀΩŀƭŜ !ŘǳƳƛƳ όфтύΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ 

construction at Alei Zahav is essentially due to construction at Leshem, a settlement established in 

2011 under the façade of a neighbourhood of Alei Zahav. However despite the official pretence, 

Leshem has a separate entrance road its own community secretary, and appeals to a different social 

group than that of Alei Zahav. 

 

Leshem settlement, officially a neighbourhood of Alei Zahav, 2016 

 

Leshem settlement, officially a neighbourhood of Alei Zahav, 2015 


